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Parent Partnerships
We would like to engage as many parents as possible to encourage learning at
home in-line with learning at nursery. We have implemented a Parent Partnership
station next to where the sign-in laptop is situated.
Our current parent partnership activity is loose parts.
We need your help to be involved with our never ending curiosity within the
nursery by collecting loose parts. Lots of the things listed you probably have lying
around at home, if they have no use or you are wondering what you can do with
them. Please take a look at the poster next to the sign-in laptop to see what kind
of things we are looking for. If you have any further queries, please just speak to a
member of staff who would be happy to help.
Our email address is: info@buckden-day-nursery.co.uk.

Kitchen
Our spring menu starts soon and Susan has devised a healthy and balanced menu
on a three week cycle to provide nutritious meals according to the season. Some
examples are lamb meatballs with cous cous, chicken, mushroom and pepper pasta
along with lemon crumble crunch with custard, oat cookies and for tea the
children will be offered homemade fish cakes and pizzas.
Please could we remind parents if they would like to request a birthday cake for
their child, Susan requires

at least 1 week notice, due to the dietary

requirements of other children in the nursery, making sure there is cake for all!
The cost of a birthday cake is £5 and a choice of chocolate or vanilla sponge.
There are request forms available where the information leaflets are outside
Tiddler’s and Seahorse.
Tiddlers & Seahorses
Welcome to all our new babies!
As our friends settle into nursery we will be exploring a new
season that is fast approaching. Spring brings so many colours to
our environment allowing the babies to explore using their
senses. We will be exploring the fresh new blossom from our
cherry tree and smelling all the new flowers. We will also be
looking for any differences in the environment like new flowers
out in our garden. We have already seen some
daffodils!
During next week we will be celebrating Holi. The Hindu festival of
colour that celebrates spring will allow us to be creative with paint,
helping the babies use paint on their hands and feet.
We will also be taking part in World Book Day on
Thursday 5th March. To celebrate with us all we
ask that you bring in your child’s favourite book.
If you have an outfit already then feel free to
dress them up, but it is not compulsory.

Goldfish
Goldfish have had a very busy month and look forward to enjoying some spring
activities in March (hopefully with a bit of sunshine too)!.

We have enjoyed frequent visits to the sheep
on a Monday and are looking forward to
seeing the lambs soon.
We are continuing to explore different
flowers around us and in the garden as spring
is approaching. Each meal time, we have
daffodils in the centre of the table, and get to enjoy the smell and light they
bring! Goldfish children will continue exploring different materials we find outside
using them in play dough, pictures and sensory play.
On world book day (5th March) please feel free to bring in
your child’s favourite book, so we can share them with our
friends.
We will be having
Mother’s Day Stay and Plays on 3 dates - 25th,
26th and 27th March from 3pm-4pm. Spaces are
limited (hence we have chosen several
sessions) as the room is small. This will be for
two Mums per session, on a first come, first
served basis. Please let us know if you are
interested in joining us to celebrate you lovely
Mums!
Please send in any pictures of what you like to do at the weekends, hopefully, we
will be able to have more fun outside!
Happy March!
From the Goldfish Team - Kim, Clare and Estelle

Seashells
We hope you all had a fab February and are ready for the new month.
Thank you to all that attended Seashells stay and play, it was lovely talking to you
all and the children enjoyed having you there to play. We will be planning another
stay and play very soon.
Our book of the month is going to be “The Three Little Pigs”
which I’m sure you all know. We are going to be getting

involved in many activities linking in with this, such as getting messy with pigs in
mud sensory and painting our very own pigs and not to forget the big bad wolf. We
will also be looking at what the Pigs used to create their house and feeling the
different textures of these.
Our new nursery rhyme of the month is going to be
Tiny Turtle, a nursery rhyme the seashell children
request on a daily basis. We are going to take part
in lots of activities for this also.
We are also going to do some special things ready
for Mother’s Day, but you will have to wait and see
what the children are going to get up to for that!
We hope your child is enjoying being in Seashells as much as we do, and please do
not hesitate to ask the Seashell team any questions you may have.
Please could you bring in a family photo so we can put it into a photo frame in the
home corner for the children to see.
Thank you
Starfish
Starfish news
The Starfish children have been learning about things beginning with
the letter ‘F’. They became very interested in the different stages
of a frog and enjoyed our Frog spawn sensory, replicated by using
Basil seeds as well as our interest tray; this has promoted lots of
language and discussion amongst the children.
This month begins our letter ‘G’ journey. Our focus this month is
‘Growing’. We will be learning about how different things grow,
ourselves, animals and plant form, and what stages they take on.
Our letter bag is very popular with our children, helping to develop their
knowledge of letter sounds and objects that begin with the current letter.
Our Book of the month
This month our book of the month is ‘The Gruffalo’ a very popular
book with most children. To develop their language skills we will
be using puppets while retelling the story as well as a sensory,
transient art, play dough, finger gym and a log pile house
challenge!

Role Play
You may have noticed that our home corner has taken on a different approach, we
are introducing things to create the children’s natural curiosity such as real china
cups and saucers, teapots etc, the children have loved this new concept and so far
have been very careful with how they are used.
Home learning
Our home learning this month will link with Growing. On the display table in the
upstairs hallway will be some soil, seeds and plants pots. We
would like you to fill your pot with some soil and take a
sunflower seed and grow it on at home. We would love some
photos of the progress the sunflower makes.
Colour of the month
This month we will be talking about things that are ‘yellow’ we thought this might
link in nicely with spring, sunflowers, daffodils, chicks etc, therefore, assisting
with the childrens understanding.
Shape of the Month
This month we will be learning about Triangles, each day our shape treasure box is
explored to assist with the childrens learning. To assist with their understanding of
our shape, could we ask that you encourage your child to look for things in and
around your home or indeed the environment.
Additional
Mothers’ day is on 22nd March, the children will be taking part in some exciting
activities. Where they can practice their creative skills, as well as their language
and knowledge and understanding of the world.

Thank you for

your support, Joanne, Wendy, Hanna and Hayley & Devon

Preschool
Hello!
Firstly, thank you to all parents and
grandparents who participated in National
Story Telling Week. It was lovely to have you
in to read to our preschool children. They
really enjoyed listening to books we haven’t
heard before (staff as well).

Parent Profession week starts at the beginning of March. This is a great opportunity
to educate our preschoolers on the importance of jobs and gives them an insight to
different occupations, inspiring them in the future. We often observe role play
based on jobs they have heard about or know about.

What’s New?
During half term we reflected on our preschool room and decided it was time for a
change to continue interest and make it exciting for the children. We decided to
extend the construction area with this being the most popular area. Extending it
has allowed more room for more children and we have observed beautiful play and
conversations amongst 6 children.
We have also developed our cosy corner and interest table. You may have noticed
that we have removed 2 tables from the room. As a team we are all passionate in
providing a home from home experience for the children and felt we needed to
remove the tables to not mirror what they will see in school. Once they start
reception they will have time each day where they sit at a table, but in preschool
we only want them to sit at a table for food and engage in as much play as
possible. We still have lots of ideas and lots of changes to still be made.

Our February Yoga pose is the

boat

pose. You can take
a copy of the pose from the unit next to our home
corner. Send us photos of the family practicing so we
can add to our home learning display. The preschoolers
really enjoy taking part in yoga, which has many
wonderful benefits. If you would like to know more
please speak to Sophie who received the training to
deliver basic yoga session.

We sadly said goodbye to Lauren at the end of February as she embarks on her new
adventure by moving and working in Cambridge. Lauren has been a fantastic
practitioner in preschool providing beautiful relationships with the children and
providing excellent care for them all. We wish Lauren all the best and we look
forward to seeing her at graduation!
We welcome Amelia to preschool as Lauren’s replacement. Amelia is in preschool
until September as she pursues her career in teaching, hence why she is stepping
in to preschool for now to gain some experience. The team will fully support her
with settling in and key working.

What’s Next?
We will be looking at letters Q, R, S, T during March through a range of fun
activities. You have all been so good at providing us with books and objects that
begin with that letter! We don’t place too much pressure on phonics, just basic.
We have Rurri our volunteer who comes in and looks at Biff Chip and Kipper books
with the children. Rurri does simple games using the level 1 books and the children
use the character photo’s to retell stories.
With our change in environment we have made space for a family tree. Please can
you send us a picture of your family to us on Famly so we can print and display it
for the children to view. This is also a good resource to have when sometimes the
children are feeling sad and want to take time to look at their family photo.
We welcome all Mum’s, Nan’s, Grandma’s, Aunts and any other significant carers in
our preschool’s life to come along to our Mother’s Day Stay and Play. Please see
photo below for more details.

During March we will see changes to our outside environment
which we will provide invitations to play for the children to
explore and be curious with. Our interest table will change
to creating daffodils using loose parts,
supported by a book on spring.
We have our ladybird finger gym set up to promote counting and
fine motor skills, also to support the change in the environment and
weather as ladybirds tend to appear when it starts getting warmer.

In preschool we find emotions can run high and sometimes cause conflicts and
disagreements, therefore we are committed to helping the children self-regulate.
It is vital for later development in their personal, social and emotional wellbeing.
Currently we have nothing on display to refer to emotions and feeling. Our aim for
March is to create this, helping the children reflect
and talk about how they feel. We encourage kindness
always in preschool and as adults we know the
impacts of how being kind can have on someone. So
we are here to start them off young. We have books
available for emotions, but aren’t the most popular
ones, so our plan is to create more of an area where
children can reflect on emotions in a fun and sensitive way.
Classes:
Amazing kids has started again and will take us up until the beginning of April. If
you would like your child to participate then please speak to a member of staff.
Amazing kids is a great class to help the children build on balance, strength and
social skills along with listening and understanding. Stephen makes it so fun and
enjoyable for them, they really enjoy it!
Reminders:
•

Wellington boots and wetsuits to be provided and to stay at preschool.

•

If your child has developed a specific interest at home/over the weekend
please let us know so as a key worker we can extend their learning and
development within the setting.

That’s it for now!
Thank you for reading; we’re excited for what the next month holds for learning,
exploration and creativity. If you have any queries, please speak to a member of
staff who will be able to help you ☺
From Sophie, Kim, Cally and Amelia

