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This month we say goodbye to Keeley and wish her lots of luck as she starts her maternity
leave. We look forward to welcoming her back in November 2020!
In Keeley’s absence, Grace will take on the role of Manager, with Kirsty stepping up to
Deputy. Sophie will also be taking a more active role within the management team as
Floor Coordinator. Please do not hesitate to speak to any one of us if you have any
questions.

Parent Partnerships
We want to engage as many parents as possible to encourage
learning at home with what we do at Nursery. We have
implemented a Parent Partnership station next to the sign-in
laptop.
Our current parent partnership activity is pine cone bird feeders.
With the days getting colder and daylight getting shorter, it’s a test for
wild birds in winter to find food and ensure they eat enough of it to
build and maintain adequate fat supplies to store on the body and use
for energy in the cold months.

Please help yourself to a pine cone, a piece of string, a cup of bird food to take
home. All you need is some lard (room temperature) to mould the food onto the
pinecone.
Place it in the fridge to chill for an hour, then hang in a tree and watch the birds
enjoy!
Please send us photos of your bird feeders so we can use them within the nursery
displays.
Our email address is: info@buckden-day-nursery.co.uk
We hope you have fun looking after the birds in your garden!

Kitchen
Our winter menu has started and we are in for a treat over the cold months! Stew
and dumplings, mince cobbler, cornflake tart and custard as well as jam roly
poly...YUMMY!
Please could we remind parents if they would like to request a
birthday cake for their child, Susan requires

at least 1 week

notice, due to the dietary requirements of other children in the
nursery, making sure there is cake for all!
The cost of a birthday cake is £5 and a choice of chocolate or vanilla sponge.
There are request forms available where the information leaflets are outside
Tiddler’s and Seahorse.
Tiddlers & Seahorses
Happy New Year to all our wonderful families in Tiddlers and Seahorses, we hope
you have had a fantastic time over the Christmas holidays.
Seahorses are welcoming all of our Tiddlers into the room and they are settling in
well. We work very closely together anyway, so they will have more room and
different resources to explore and engage with.
During January, the key staff members have lots of activities planned
to support all areas of development. Our tactile trays will be used to
create awe and wonder and encourage off our babies to try explore
new things. Our tactile trays will be planned and carried out based on
themes more specific to weather and environment. Hopefully we will
have some snow soon to allow the babies to explore the texture and
the changes.

To celebrate the New Year, the babies will be invited to create
firework pictures using various creative objects to mark on paper.
This will also support our celebrations of Chinese New Year.
This month we will also be focusing on fine motor skills by hiding
items for the children to find. We will be encouraging the babies to
find the items using their hands and fingers to develop their grip
and control.
In our outdoor space we will be supporting our physical development with lots of
space to pull to standing and cruise around. We intend on continuing to develop
our love for sand and water play and will emphasise this each day inside and out.
Goldfish

Welcome to all the new children in goldfish!

As we settle in our new friends, we will draw upon our
interest of outdoors with the cold winter weather. We will be making
snowflakes, exploring different tactile materials, as well as ice (and possibly
real snow if we’re lucky)!
We will be sending a home learning bag to you and would like to
encourage parents to take part in creating family books, to help
settle and talk about the activities that are enjoyed at home.
We also have Burns night this month, so will be focusing on making our
own Scottish collage, using blue and white paint and other materials.
We remind parents to bring in gloves and hats for when the weather
turns colder, as well as all-in-one suits for all types of weather.
We have a whiteboard just outside the Goldfish door, where
we will ask for nappies and wipes when required.
Thank you, and we look forward to the fun the next month brings us!
Happy new year!
The goldfish team - Kim, Clare and Estelle

Seashells

Happy New Year to all our families in Seashells, we welcome our new children who
have come up from goldfish. Their transition period went really well so we hope
they continue to settle in positively. If any parents require more information,
please ask one of the staff members and we will be happy to help to ensure
everyone feels welcomed.
We are excited to welcome Abbie to the Seashells team this month as our new
room leader. She will be introducing herself to you in the coming weeks, although
we are sure many of you already know her well!
This month, Seashells will be focusing on the book Monkey Puzzle. To
support the book, a range of activities will be carried out to encourage
curiosity covering many areas of our early years framework.
We will be using water-beads, shaving foam and making monkey masks
to support and develop learning based on Monkey Puzzle. If you have any
items at home relating to the book, please bring them in for your child to share
with everyone.
As the weather gets colder, Seashells will be exploring the changes and hopefully
we will see some ice and snow.
Please ensure bags are fully stocked up with spare trousers, tops and
socks and as the weather gets colder mittens, hats and gloves. Please
make sure they are clearly labelled.
This is a good way of keeping mittens together and placing them through
the sleeves of the coat!
Starfish
A big welcome to all the new Starfish Children, they are already
beginning to settle well and getting to know the new routines of our
room. Sadly, we say goodbye to Abbie who has been a key member of
the Starfish team and loved by all. But at the same time we would
like to congratulate her as she becomes room leader in Seashells. We
wish her every success in her new venture. We welcome back Hanna and our new
Starfish member Devon to our team.

Your child has been placed into key groups; this is displayed in the cloakroom as
well as in the Starfish room along with their key worker. Please feel free to ask a
staff member if you are unsure which group or key worker your child has. We have
also issued new named coat pegs and shoe boxes in the cloakroom, again please
ask if you are unsure of the whereabouts of your child’s belongings.
This month, we will be celebrating Chinese New Year, the year of the
‘Rat’, our home corner will become a Chinese restaurant, and we will also
be tempting their exploratory skills with a few sensory activities as well as
experimenting with their fine motor skills using chop sticks.
Letter and shape of the month
Each month, we introduce a new letter for the children to learn, this is done
through play where activities such as sensory, transient art and crafts are planned
around the letter and book of the month and later discussed at circle time. We
also have a letter bag and the children take turns to take something out of the bag
beginning with our letter. This month we are focusing on ‘Ee’ we would like to
remind parents about our display table situated in the upstairs hall way, to further
the children’s knowledge could we ask you to encourage your child to look for
things beginning with our letter where we can display and talk about their finds at
circle time. This gives your child a sense of self worth as well as developing their
communication skills.
Our shape this month is Square; to develop the children’s knowledge further we
have a shape treasure box where the children take turns to find the correct shape
hidden in the box. This is already a big hit with the new Starfish children who are
eager to have their turn.
Colour and Book of the month
The colour of the month is Green. To extend the childrens communication and
listening skills as well as their understanding of our letter, our book of the month
will be ‘Elmer the Elephant’ We will broaden their learning with transient art and
tactile activities; this encourages and develops their creativity and the
characteristics of effective learning with having their own ideas
Reminder
Could we remind parents to name all items of clothing to help when items go
astray. To make it less of a struggle for your child to find their belongings at garden
time could we ask that we have 1 pair of wellies, shoes and slippers in their box
and only 1 bag, coat and all-in-one on their peg please.
Thank you for your support
Joanne, Wendy, Hayley, Hanna & Devon

Preschool

Hello!
WOW December went fast and was great fun! The sing-a-long was a huge success
and we hope you all enjoyed it. A fantastic 120 of you turned up to watch and
support us all.
In preschool, we encourage the children to bring in books for us to read one-to-one
or at group times. Please encourage this also as we are finding a lot of toys are
being brought in and it is resulting in the toys get lost or broken and sometimes
cause conflict between others.
We encourage toys to do with letter of the week and there is a basket available for
them to go in on the letters table. We have a large basket outside the preschool
room where we encourage books to go in. We LOVE reading all the different books,
please make sure they have your child’s name in. Thank you
What’s New?
You may have noticed some staff members in preschool which you might not have
seen before. Sarah is a child’s 1-to-1 who has worked for the company for a few
years and has joined us in preschool until next July and Matt (from seashells), is
another child’s 1-to-1. Sarah and Matt will be working with their 1-to-1 children to
help them get school ready also

Our small world area has changed to a winter scene which has
encouraged lots of interesting imaginative play along with expanding the
children’s vocabulary and their engagement to understand the change in
weather. We have added some more sensory exploration to explore
sounds and colour.
Our home corner has turned into a hot chocolate cafe with our real china and
silver accessories. The children are really enjoying the hot chocolate and
marshmallows and expanding their vocabulary whilst forming good conversations
and social interactions.

We have extended our Maths and letters area to meet the seasonal interest of
winter. We have matching mittens to help recognise number and match quantity.
We have also have provided snowman letters to match the hat and the body of the
snowman by recognising letters.
Our January Yoga pose is the “Dog” pose. You can take a
copy of the pose from the unit next to our home corner.
Send us photos of the family practicing so we can add to
our home learning display. The preschoolers really enjoy
taking part in yoga, which has many wonderful benefits.
If you would like to know more please speak to Sophie
who received the training to deliver basic yoga session.
What’s Next?
We will be organising a parents evening to review the last
few months and we will discuss next steps going forward
as we get closer to the summer and the start of school. A
message will be sent out soon so you can get booked in
with your child’s key worker.
January means you are now able to apply for a school
place, please speak to a member of staff if you would like a general chat about
schools as it can be very daunting.
We will be providing invitations to play for Chinese New Year, so we ask if
you have any Chinese takeaway menus, fortune cookies or chopsticks going
spare we would love to have them for expanding development on
celebrations around the world.
At the start of February we will be taking part in National Story Telling
Week again where we would love for parents, grandparents and any extended
family members to come in and read a much loved book to our preschoolers.
Details will follow later this month.
We will be looking at letters J, L, M, N this month where we carry out fun
activities based on the letter and extend any interest to letters to further
development.

Classes:
Amazing Kids continues again on 9th January. If you would like your child to
participate then please speak to a member of staff. Amazing Kids is a great class to
help the children build on balance, strength and social skills along with listening
and understanding. Stephen makes it great fun and enjoyable for them, they really
love it!
Reminders:
•

Wellington boots and wetsuits to be provided and to stay at preschool.

•

If your child has developed a specific interest at home/over the weekend
please let us know so as a key worker we can extend their learning and
development within the setting.

That’s it for now!
Thank you for reading; we’re excited for what the next month holds for learning,
exploration and creativity. If you have any queries, please speak to a member of
staff who will be able to help you ☺
From Sophie, Kim, Cally and Lauren

