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Thank you for all of your generous contributions to our Halloween fundraising activities. There
were some fantastic entries and we raised an amazing £65 for Cancer Research UK!
Please could we remind all parents that we will be closed between Christmas and New Year. Our
last day open will be Christmas Eve and we will close at 4pm. We will re-open as usual on
Thursday 2nd January 2020.
As we go outside in all weathers, please could we remind parents that all-in-one waterproofs
and welly boots are ideal and will allow us to enjoy the wet weather!
For all children who will be claiming 3 year old funding, please note that the deadline to apply
for the 30 hours extended entitlement is 31st December 2019. Any applications received after
this time will not be processed until the following term. If you already have an eligibility code
then this will need to be reconfirmed before this date also. If you have any questions, please
speak to the office.

Parent Partnerships
At Buckden, we want to engage as many parents as possible to encourage
learning at home with what we do at Nursery. We have implemented a Parent
Partnership station next to where the sign-in laptop is situated.
Our current parent partnership activity is Autumn Nature Hunt! We have
provided large bags with a checklist attached. Autumn provides many
wonderful changes to our environment which means collecting things are endless! Each room
has been provided with a wire frame to create an autumnal wreath so please collect as many
leaves as you can!
This is a great learning opportunity and sensory experience for all ages, developing many areas
of learning and even better when doing it together.
Send us some photos to our email at info@buckden-day-nursery.co.uk

Kitchen
Our new menu is in full swing and the delicious meals are warming us up
on the cold, rainy autumn days. Meals including lamb moussaka, chicken
and sweet corn lasagne, vegetable curry, lemon drizzle cake and coconut
crunch.
Please could we remind parents if they would like to request a birthday cake for their child,
Susan requires

at least 1 week notice, due to the dietary requirements of other

children in the nursery, making sure there is cake for all!
The cost of a birthday cake is £5 and a choice of chocolate or vanilla sponge. There are request
forms available where the information leaflets are outside Tiddler’s and Seahorse.

Christmas Lunch will be served on Wednesday 18th December this year! Our
festive feast will consist of traditional vegetables accompanied with lovely
gravy. All diet/preference needs will be met.

Tiddlers & Seahorses
During October, the babies enjoyed using their senses to explore our Halloween activities such
as exploring a range of different shapes and sizes of pumpkins and getting their hands messy by
investigating the spooky gloop tactile tray with hidden spiders, skeletons and pumpkins.
We have lots planned during November such as celebrating fireworks night using a wide range of
paints to create their own fireworks and also making our own fireworks and bonfires using a
range of creative resources including sticks and tissue paper.
We will be marking the importance of Remembrance Day by
providing an activity for the babies to create their own poppy’s
and by going on a flower hunt in the garden. As the evenings are
getting darker we will be turning the lights off towards the end
of the day, providing sensory experiences with our range of
different lights including rope, fairy, lanterns and projectors.
We will be continuing to explore the garden in all weathers to support the babies physical
development. Could we please remind parents/carers to provide us with
weather appropriate clothing. By this we mean all-in-one suits, wellington
boots and shoes (even if your child is a non-walker) hats, mittens and scarves.

If you haven’t done so already, please can you provide us with some family photos. You may
have noticed we have placed some family photos around the room. We have used Velcro to
attach them to the wall so the babies can move them from one place to another.
Goldfish
Goldfish have really enjoyed getting creative with what we can find outside in
the garden or on our walks. We have been making leaf wreaths, garden
collages, and exploring tactile trays.
We will be making firework paintings for Bonfire night using different
materials and noticing the patterns we can create.
We will also be developing our role playing, by
creating ‘Were going on a bear hunt’, finding puddles, mud, a forest, a
cave and we may be lucky enough to have snow!
Please feel free to read the book to your children at home to help extend
their learning.
Could we also ask parents to supply hats and gloves as the weather turns
colder.
Finally, if you get up to anything exciting in the week or at the weekend, please send us photos
so we can talk about it and have the pictures up on the board.
Thank you for your support.
The goldfish team - Kim, Clare and Estelle

Seashells
This month Seashells are going to be looking at Room on The Broom. We are
going to be making pictures to represent the frog, dog, cat, bird, witch and
the broom stick. These pictures are going to be made with different media’s
including paint, tissue paper, glue and tissue paper. By doing these pictures
the Seashell children will be developing their fine motor skills, their art and
design skills, their understanding of the world and their literacy skills as
they re-tell the story through the pictures.
We are also going to be making broomsticks by collecting sticks in the garden and
wrapping pipe cleaners around them to make our own mini broomsticks to fly
around on. Seashells are also going to be making their own witch hats with ice
cream cones icing sugar and sprinkles. To make special paintbrush broomsticks we
are going to be using spaghetti to tie together and dip in the paint. These activities
are going to encourage the children’s literacy skills, their art and design skills,
their communication and language and their understanding of the world.

If there is anything that you would like to bring in to mark the room on the broom story, then
please bring it in and hand it over to a Seashells member of staff. This can be a copy of the
book, a soft toy character, a picture you have made at home or anything related to the Room on
the Broom Story.
In Seashells we are also going to be marking Remembrance Day by making some poppy pictures
and talking about the soldiers and animals that took part in the War. If you have any
books at home that talk about Remembrance Day or anything you have that marks
the soldiers, then please bring this in for the children to explore at group time.
Starfish
Autumn is here and winter is fast approaching, our starfish children have
been talking about the changes in seasons, we have been on walks and
gathered some autumnal leaves and acorns to talk about on our return.
Home learning:
Our home learning this month will include a season tree with everything the children
need to create at home. Any photos of them creating it would be lovely, which we can display
on our notice board. We hope they enjoy making it with you.
Each month in starfish we have a new letter of the month in which we encourage the children to
bring something in to display on our letter table and to show their friends at circle time, so we
ask for parents help to make it a success, our letter this month is Cc. We will be covering
various activities beginning with this letter, we find this helps greatly with the children’s
learning.
Our shape this month is: Circle
Our book of the month is: Where the Poppies now grow This is a very child friendly book
and is proving popular with the children. We will include lots of Remembrance Day
activities to aid your child’s learning. To mark the day our colour will be Red.
Fireworks
Bonfire night is approaching, we will be talking about the significance of the celebration, lots of
different activities will be planned such as a firework sensory, transient art including loose
parts. All of which will encourage lots of expressive language, as well as knowledge and
understanding of the world and their creative skills
Watch out for our fantastic transient art creations for both topics, the starfish children have
already shown great interest in these open ended activities
Thank you for your support Joanne, Wendy Abbie & Hayley

Preschool
Hello!
Our spooky stay and play was a great success and we hope you loved it as much as we did!
Thank you all for coming! Our next stay and play will be for Christmas on Wednesday 18th,
Thursday 19th and Friday 20th of December. Look out for the invitation and post on Famly.
In preschool, we encourage the children to bring in books for us to read one to one
or at group times. Please encourage this also as we are finding a lot of toys are
being brought in and often getting lost or broken and sometimes can cause conflict
between others.
We encourage toys to do with letter of the week and there is a basket available for
them to go in on the letters table. We have a circle basket outside the preschool room where
we encourage books to go in. We LOVE reading all the different books, just please make sure
they have your child’s name in it. Thank you
What’s New?
Our small world area has changed to a fairy land which has encouraged lots of
interesting imaginative play along with expanding on the children’s vocabulary.
Our love for the book Wonky Donkey has been expanded with the new book Dinky
Donkey, (Wonkey Donkey’s daughter). The children really enjoy the play on words
which allows us to discuss other words that rhyme.
We have added some photos to our construction area which we took when we went on
a walk through October half term. This sparks conversation within their play and with
the use of resources, the children are engaging in imaginative play cooperatively and
reflecting on their experiences, relating to the photos taken.
What’s Next?
November holds many celebrations that we will provide invitations to play, explore and learn.
For Bonfire night we will provide an activity with the play dough to create bright and colourful
creations. We also have a tactile tray with coloured rice, sticks and battery operated tea light
candles to explore and we will have a creative activity to create fireworks with different
coloured bright paint and kitchen roll tubes.
For Remembrance day, we will be creating our own poppy’s through loose parts, play
dough and a cutting activity to help develop their scissor skills and concentration.
We will discuss the importance of the poppy and allow the children to talk about
anything in relation to the poppy’s significance.
November means that we start on our Christmas sing-a-long. Our Christmas
performance will be held at the Millennium hall in Buckden on Friday 13th December
for a 3:30pm start. More information about the whole event will be handed out soon.

Classes:
Amazing kids has started the second block of classes for this half term. If you would like your
child to participate then please speak to a member of staff. Amazing kids is a great class to help
the children build on balance, strength and social skills along with listening and understanding.
Stephen makes it so fun and enjoyable for them, they really enjoy it!
Reminders:
•

Wellington boots and wetsuits to be provided and to stay at preschool.

•

If your child has developed a specific interest at home/over the weekend please let us
know so as a key worker we can extend their learning and development within the
setting.

That’s it for now!
Thank you for reading; we’re excited for what the next month holds for learning, exploration
and creativity. If you have any queries, please speak to a member of staff who will be able to
help you ☺
From Sophie, Kim, Cally and Lauren

