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This month we are looking forward to welcoming five new friends into our nursery when our ducklings hatch! They
are kept in our main hallway and we look forward to keeping you updated on their progress, quack quack!

Parent Partnerships
At Buckden we want to engage as many parents as possible to encourage learning at
home with what we do at Nursery. We have implemented a Parent Partnership station
which is next to the sign-in laptop.
Our next parent partnership engagement is to grow your own sunflower. We have
provided seeds, soil and a pot for you to take home and start to grow. Please make
sure you send us the sunflower progress, so we can put on our display.

Kitchen
Please could we remind parents if they would like to request a birthday cake for their child,
Susan requires at least 1 week notice, due to the dietary requirements of other
children in the nursery, making sure there is cake for all!
The cost of a birthday cake is £5 and a choice of chocolate or vanilla sponge. There are request forms available
(where the information leaflets are) outside Tiddler’s and Seahorse.
Tiddlers & Seahorses
We would firstly like to welcome our new starters! They are settling in well and we wish them a
happy journey whilst at nursery.
In May we are continuing to focus on the seasonal changes as the children
have shown a big interest in this. We will be providing various tactile resources to explore,
spending time in the garden and venturing out around the village to explore what’s around us.

The babies particularly enjoyed seeing the animals near the towers on our last walk. This outside exploration
enhances many areas of learning especially extending their vocabulary and stimulation of the word around us.
Tiddlers and Seahorses have shown a big interest in our new loose parts resources. They have
enjoyed filling and emptying, sorting and investigating the new range of materials provided,
expanding their curious minds.
As you may have noticed, we are introducing home learning into the baby rooms. This has
been implemented through Bronte’s Level 4 qualification in Early Years. We will continue to
provide this opportunity to build on our already strong parent partnerships. If you haven’t
already, could you please complete the consent form and questionnaire for Bronte’s studies. Your feedback is greatly
appreciated and any suggestions will be taken on board.
We would like to introduce stay and play sessions to invite parents and other family members into the Seahorse and
Tiddler rooms for you to get an insight in to what we and your child gets up to daily and a chance for them to show
you their favourite things to do and simply play alongside them. Our first stay and play session is going

to be on Thursday 30th and Friday 31st May, 3 – 4pm. We would like to welcome parents, carers,
grandparents and other family members to come in and simply enjoy playing with your child in their environment. The
activities planned will be based on spring and their current interests. We ask that you let the baby room staff know
the date you would like to attend and who will be attending. If your child does not
attend on these days you are more than welcome to come along still. We hope you can
make it and we look forward to sharing our first stay and play with you.
Goldfish
Welcome Heidi, Billy, Lilly and Emily! They have settled in really well and are enjoying their
new resources and adapting to the new routine.
The Goldfish children have enjoyed exploring a variety of activities incorporating colours during
April, with all the Easter activities we’ve done, so we will continue to further their learning by
exploring flowers inside and outside.

Again, to extend interest in colours, a variety of creative resources will be available for the
children to create flowers in spring.
We will also be planting some sunflowers within the room and helping to water them and keep
an eye on growth, allowing the child to show care for living things, developing their
understanding of the world and communication and language. We will also support the children in using jugs to water
the flowers.
The children have really enjoyed being creative with play dough recently, this has many developmental outcomes such
as physical developing and being imaginative with their creations. We will continue their interest in play dough and
incorporate colours and flowers within it also.
During May, we will be providing a spring tactile tray with soil, plant pots and bugs to encourage filling and emptying
with exploring different bugs. We can then continue this learning outside, using our bug hotel and logs on the floor to
look for any insects.

Reminder: Please can you provide slippers for your child and place them in their basket under their peg.
Seashells
Welcome Nova-Rose, Oliver, Alfie and Millie who have joined Seashells to continue their learning journey. They have
all settled in well and are enjoying the resources and adapting to routine with support and encouragement.
Seashells are enjoying the exploration of bugs currently, with spring in full force; there have
been many bugs to observe in the garden. We will continue to enhance their exploration on
bugs through a bug hunt in the garden and using bug figures in sensory exploration inside.
Their interest in bugs has allowed lots of social interactions building on their personal,
social and emotional skills. Many children have been counting bugs as they have observed
them, which we will continue to encourage. This is great for their mathematic skills,
especially organise and counting bugs that the children observe. Finally, their interest
in bugs have widened the seashell children’s vocabulary, learning new words such as
“ladybird, beetle, worm” and even full sentences “I found a worm”.
We will be using our singing boxes as part of our group time engagement to encourage language development,
learning new words and songs using props. We will incorporate actions and movements to encourage physical
development also.

Please continue to provide wellington boots and wetsuits as although it might be dry outside, the seashells children
love playing in the water tray!
Starfish
We have been learning about the letter ‘H’ with a focus on Habitats. The children have enjoyed talking
about different types of habitats and have gained a better understanding of where animals live and what
type of habitat the children and their families live in also. We have been looking at the life cycle of
caterpillars, the children were fascinated with watching the different stages and were fortunate enough to be able to
watch a butterfly hatch out of the chrysalis, all five have survived and we will be releasing them into their natural
habitat next week.
Thank you, once again for your support with your child’s home learning and sharing your pictures with us. Also a big
thank you to Elliot and Toby’s mummy for the wonderful knitted hot cross buns, the children have loved playing with
these in our Easter role play.
This month begins our letter ‘I’ journey. Our focus this month will be ‘insects’ we will be looking at the book ‘Bugs
are insects’ and investigating the different kinds all around us. The children will be able to practice their exploratory
skills with our interest table and loose parts area not forgetting the garden with an insect hunt.
Home learning:
Our home learning this month will be ‘making an insect’. The children love talking about what they
have done at home, could you please share any photos of your child making them and we can put
them on our home learning board for their friends to see.

Our Book of the month
Our book of the month is ‘Immi’s Gift’ this is a lovely book about friendship and sharing.
Shape and colour of the month
Our shape this month will be ‘Square’ and our colour is white, to extend our learning of the colour and letter we will
be making some polar bears and igloos with the clay very kindly donated by Xyla’s daddy. As well as some ice
sensory activities.

What’s new?
We have replaced pouches and draws with wallets. These are kept in a basket in the Starfish room. The children’s
work and any letters to go home will be placed in the wallets each day. Please check the wallets when you pick up
your child at the end of the day. The children are starting to check themselves already and are also placing their
work in them.
Thank you for your support
Joanne, Wendy, Abbie, Hayley & Hanna
Preschool
Hello!
Firstly, we would like to welcome the next group of starfish children to preschool and to Sebastian, who joined at the
end of April – all these children will start their journey with us and go to school the following September.
With the news of your child receiving their school place, this becomes a really exciting and overwhelming time for us
all. Please can you let us know the school they will be attending so we can make contact to ensure their teacher
knows a little bit about them before they start and, hopefully, some teachers will come out to visit. Also we’d like to
add photos of the children’s schools to “Our Road To School Board”. Our road to school board is a good resource
to familiarise yourself with and to understand the things we will be working on between now and September,
ensuring that the children are prepared as much as they can. I’d like to stress that it’s not about being able to write
their name or read words, it’s about making friends, communicating with others, controlling their emotions and
attending to their toileting needs.

You may have noticed the baskets have gone from above or below the children’s pegs. We decided that it was too
much clutter and mess and not everyone had a basket. Now we have “Key group boxes”. We have red, blue, yellow
and orange boxes where the children can store indoor shoes and slippers. We are trying to reduce the amount of
toys that the children are bringing in and to avoid putting them in the “red tray” as we now want to refer to this as
our “book tray”. Please ensure your child’s bag is fully equipped with spare clothes and other weather related items
and that they are all labelled. We’d also like to remind parents to start providing sun cream if you want us to apply a
different one to the one we supply.

What’s New?
We received a variety of new resources over the last month including story stones, connecting lines, home activity
bags and weather peg people. The home activity bags will be up and running soon and each week the children will
take home the bags to share with their parents, carers and siblings using the resources inside. This will enhance
many areas of learning, especially communication and language; we will continue to further their learning by
reflecting on what the children got up to using the bags.
We are in the process of enhancing the learning opportunities of our train area. We have, so far, added a small mud
kitchen and mark making area, we still need to add a little more. We have also added some colour by getting some
hanging baskets and hanging swirls and butterflies which have so far caused lots of interest. The train must be the
most favourite thing for our preschool children and we’d like to ensure valuable and rich learning is continuing and
making most of the space that we have got. Our plan is to paint the fence and introduce some letters and numbers
in a fun and creative way. Watch this space...
What’s Next?
During April, there have been lots of opportunities for exploration of flowers. Including
observing flowers in the garden, flower sensory soup, flower colour change experiment
and making flowers using play dough and loose parts.
At the beginning of May, we will be looking at the life cycle of a plant, using objects to
illustrate. We will also be receiving some duck eggs that the nursery will care for and monitor the hatching and
growing stages after. We will involve the preschooler’s as much as possible, showing care for living things. We will
talk about their life cycle and the environment they live in to show an understanding on growth.
Classes:
We have three classes a week in preschool for your child to participate in for a charge.
On Tuesday mornings we have Spanish – where the children learn about different words and phrases in Spanish
through singing familiar songs.
On Wednesday afternoon we have Hartbeeps – a singing and dancing class using props to engage the children’s
imagination.
Thursday morning we have amazing kids – a fun and energetic lesson improving physical skills and moving in a
variety of ways.

Reminders:
•

If your child has developed a specific interest at home/over the weekend please let us know so as a key
worker we can extend their learning and development within the setting.
Additional News

“Some of you know that I am a keen footballer and for the first time, I am
taking part in a charity football match as part of an all day event to raise
money for two charities, in line with the ladies team I play for in Rushden,
AFC Rushden & Diamonds. All the information is on the poster provided
and if you’d like any more information, please speak to me! Thanks,
Sophie! ☺”

That’s it for now!
Thank you for reading; we’re excited for what the next month holds for learning, exploration and creativity. If you
have any queries, please speak to a member of staff who will be able to help you ☺
From Sophie, Kim, Katie and Jordan ☺

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

