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We have received lots of brilliant entries for our Easter Egg competition, thank you to
everyone for taking part! Winners were chosen on Thursday 18th April. Entries cost £1 and
all proceeds will go towards Cancer Research UK.

Parent Partnerships
At Buckden we want to engage as many parents as possible to
encourage learning at home with what we do at nursery. We
have implemented a Parent Partnership station next to the sign
in laptop is situated.
Thank you to all parents and carers that contributed to our
loose parts mission. Each room has gained some different loose
parts to engage with developing creativity and imagination.
Our next invitation to parental involvement is a “Spring
Nature Hunt”. For this we will provide paper bags with a
checklist attached. Simply take a bag and take some time over the weekend to enjoy the
spring fresh air and collect things relating to spring. When your child next comes into the
setting, bring the bag along and they can show what things they collected during circle or
they can explore further in a tactile tray or create a spring collage with the findings.

Kitchen
Please could we remind parents if they would like to request a birthday
cake for their child, Susan requires at least 1 week notice, due to the
dietary requirements of other children in the nursery, making sure there
is cake for all!
The cost of a birthday cake is £5 and a choice of chocolate or vanilla sponge. There are
request forms available where the information leaflets are outside Tiddler’s and Seahorse.

Our Chosen Charity: Cancer Research UK
Through-out March our team took part in the 10,000 steps a day
challenge whereby one or more of the team reached 10,000 steps
a day! This has been a great team effort and if you’d like to
support us then please drop a donation into the money box near
the sing-in laptop.
Thank you.

Tiddlers & Seahorses
This month is Tiddlers and Seahorse we will using tactile
resources to explore what’s going on around us, such as
Easter. Play coloured eggs and other coloured tactile
resources will be available, allowing the babies to
differentiate between colours.
In Tiddlers and Seahorse we will be exploring animals associated with spring through small
world play and tactile play, also using a range of books to help their development of
animals.
There is still a huge interest to garden play and the babies have
really enjoyed climbing on the train and chasing each other. In the
big garden the babies have loved playing in the water and still
climbing over and under tyres and wooden logs.
There are lots of transitions happening between Tiddlers to
Seahorse, then Seahorse to Goldfish. We will continue to
communicate effectively with Goldfish to ensure a smooth
transition, allowing the babies to build the positive relationship with their new key
workers and enjoying their new room.

Goldfish
Firstly, we would like to welcome Emily,
Heidi, Lily and Billy into the goldfish room
and hope they have lots of fun and enjoy their time with us.

This month in Goldfish, as the children are really enjoying colours and
numbers at the moment, we are going to be concentrating on our
maths skills, including puzzles, colours, numbers and shapes. We will
be practicing lots with our puzzles and shape sorters and be looking at
books and singing songs that encourage numbers and colours.
As the children are also enjoying the sensory experiences in the tactile
tray at the moment we will be having lots of fun exploring in there with
lots of different activities including water beads, various different
coloured resources and exploring with different shapes, using them to
create our own pictures with the paint and printing them into different
messy play such as shaving foam and gloop and looking at the different
shape marks we have made.

Also during April to develop our understanding of the
world we will be making some tasty treats for Easter.

Seashells
We would like to welcome Freddie to Seashells; he has settled really well and is beginning
to make some friends.
We are focusing on spring in seashells this months, this will
involve exploring flowers and helping to plant flowers both
inside and out. We will also be looking at spring flowers in
the garden and interpreting our own flowers using mark
making materials. With the weather being so unpredictable,
we will be looking at spring bugs in the garden especially
looking for ladybirds, worms and ants. The exploration of
springs enhances all areas of learning.
During April
looking at Easter where we will have an
garden, Easter tactile tray including eggs,
and rainbow rice. We will also be
new Easter songs, so listen out to
these at home. Exploring Easter develops
the learning framework including physical
expressive arts and design, understanding
mathematics.

also, we will be
Easter trail in the
chicks, rabbits
learning some
seashells singing
many areas of
development,
of the world and

Seashells have shown a huge interest to throwing, so we will be developing our gross
motor skills by throwing, catching and kicking balls.
Please can we remind parents that the children all need wellington boots and rain suits
every day at nursery as we like to go out in the rain!

Starfish
Starfish news
The starfish children have enjoyed learning about growing, they
have gained good knowledge and understanding of what animals
need to help them grow as well as plants, flowers, seeds and not
forgetting ourselves. The Children became very engaged with our
group discussions on animals they saw on their travels while visiting
farms and zoos. A big thank you to Parents that have sent in
photos, your support played a big part in their learning. Our
weekend bear was also very lucky; he had a trip to the zoo, a park and was treated to a
roast dinner afterwards. Our book of the month was also a huge success and created lots
of language during our Gruffalo crumble sensory especially. We would also like to thank
Elliot and Toby’s Mummy for the wonderful knitted worms; the children have loved using
them in Abbie beeps.
This month begins our letter H journey. Our focus this month will be ‘Habitats’ we be
looking where different animals live and talking about different houses and homes that we
live in.
Our Book of the month
This month our book of the month is ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’
to help support their understanding of the life cycle we will be
looking after our very own caterpillars this will give the children
an insight of the different stages.
Easter
We have lots of exciting Easter activities ahead of us, one of which
includes an Easter egg hunt.
Shape and colour of the month
Our shape this month will be ‘circle’ and our colour is yellow. To extend
the children’s learning we will be looking for circles in the environment as
well as our treasure box.
Additional
We seem to be getting a lot of toys from home brought in and our toys from home shelf is
overflowing! Could I ask therefore, where possible, that toys can either stay at home or in
the car for later and that only comfort toys used for sleep are brought in.
Thank you for your support
Joanne, Abbie, Wendy, Hanna and Hayley

Preschool
Hello!
Firstly we would like to welcome the next
group of starfish children to preschool and to Sebastian, who joins us in the middle of April
– all these children will start their journey with us and go to school the following
September.
March was an exciting month, firstly starting off with our parent profession week which
went so well! The children thoroughly enjoyed having our parents come in to visit us and
talk about different jobs, inspiring their little minds for their future aspirations. This
event lead to home corner changes into a doctors/hospital, hairdressers/beautician then
finally a theatre. This encouraged a wide range of developmental goals such as playing
with a group to act out a narrative, demonstrating friendly behaviour and playing
alongside others who are engaged in the same theme. It also places huge emphasis on
speech and language by expanding each child’s vocabulary and learning new words.
Sadly, we said goodbye to Lauren at the end of March as she goes on to a leadership role in
early years. We wish her all the best in her new challenge! Replacing Lauren is our well
known Katie from seashells! Katie is expanding her age experiences from 2 year olds to
pre schoolers! Katie has settled in really well and has so much energy and enthusiasm;
she’s going to fit in just well!
Our home corner change is still working really well and we’re always adapting it to
enhance the preschools development. We would like to ask if our families if you have any
old metal utensils, pots and pans, we’d love to have them in preschool for play.
What’s New?
We have a new book display in preschool where children are able to see the book covers
front on and rummage through a range of books to sit and look at. We have observed that
more children are spending time in the book area now we have changed the way we
display them. We also have recently received story stones from old, well known stories
such as the three little pigs, little red riding hood, Hansel and Gretel , etc. The children
have enjoyed building their own stories based using the pictures on the stones.
We have been getting creative in preschool and Sophie has made a fairy garden! Using
cable reels, wall paper sample, fairy houses for the garden and a fairy door. The small
world project took around a week to complete and the children have really enjoyed
having it in preschool, allowing imagination to develop and enhancing interaction with
others.
Our finger gym this month is counting the spots on the ladybirds! The children have been
observing ladybirds in the garden and always ask how many spots. We have provided
laminated ladybirds with spots from 1 – 20 available with pebbles to encourage the
children to count large numbers, compare quantities and recognise numerals. The finger
gym also develops children’s fine motor skills, helping them grip a pen or pencil when they
are mark making or writing.

What’s Next?
Easter is upon us and we will be providing a range of activities to enhance the meaning
behind Easter, this will be supported by a visit to the church after Easter to speak to the
Vicar and other church members.
We will be organising an Easter Egg hunt for the children to take part with in the garden,
encouraging participation and team work and more importantly, just having fun!
With it now being spring, we will be talking to the children about the changes in the
environment and the animals we associate with spring, including life cycles, providing
opportunities for children to use a nature list to find specific things and talk about what
they have observed.
A range of spring related activities will be carried out through out April and we will be
taking advantage of the weather by spending more time outside.
Classes:
We have three classes a week in preschool for your child to participate in with a charge.
On Tuesday mornings we have Spanish – where the children learn about different words
and phrases in Spanish through singing familiar songs.
On Wednesday afternoon we have Hartbeeps – a singing and dancing class using props to
engage the children
Thursday morning we have amazing kids – a fun and energetic lesson improving physical
skills and moving in a variety of ways.
Reminders:
•

If your child has developed a specific interest at home/over the weekend please
let us know so as a key worker we can extend their learning and development
within the setting.

That’s it for now!
Thank you for reading; we’re excited for what the next month holds for learning,
exploration and creativity. If you have any queries, please speak to a member of staff who
will be able to help you ☺
From Sophie, Kim, Katie and Jordan ☺

